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Amendments to the Claims 

The listing of claims below is intended to replace all prior listings of the claims in the present 
application. 


m 


1 . (currently amended) A feeder chute comprising: : , jj| 
a bottom member having a first end whflch defines a receiving zone and ; . • ff 

a second end which defines a discharge zone; I A-:^ 

Jr 

a plurality of channels formed in me bottom member within the f£ 
discharge zone and extending in the direction betweenfthe first and second ends, wherein one |, 

m ' . 

of the plurality of channels has a terminus defining/ first discharge plane and a second jg 

/ ; II 

channel adjacent to the one channel has a tcnniniis defining a second discharge plane, the t| 

second discharge plane being spaced apart frorir the first discharge plane; | 

wherei n the terminus m each channel is free from any encumbrance. A 1 

2. (origjjffal) The Aaaer chute according to claim 2, wherein the bottom ?| 
member includes a portiow between tWfirst and second ends which defines an alignment 
zone, the feeder chute fuyther comp 

cans for a^Jping ad object traveling througji the alignment zone, the 
means for aligning causing the d&jecrao lp aligned with its length axis extending 
substantially in a direction between thirst and second ends of the bottom member. 

3. (original) The feeder chute according to claim 2, wherein the means 
for aligning comprise: 

^plurality of spaced projections extending upwardly from the bottom 
member within the alignment zone. 

4. / (original) The feeder chute according to claim 3, wherein the plurality 
of projections comprise: 

at least one linear array of spaced projections extending upwardly from 
the bottom rifember to define two or more passages each of which is co-extensive with a 
single cha^iel of the plurality of channels. 
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5. (original) The feeder chute according/o claim 4, wherein the plurality 
of projections further comprise: 

at least one projection extending upwardly from the bottom member, 
the at least one projection being spaced apart from the linear array of projections and within 
one of the two or more passages defined by the linear array of projections. 

6. (original) The feeder chute acceding to claim 4, wherein the 
projections are individually or collectively removable 

7. (original) The feeder chute according to claim 3, wherein each of the 
plurality of spaced projections is substantially cylinoricaL 

8. (withdrawn) The fe^ienBlmte according to claim 1, wherein each of 
the plurality of channels further comrades a slot/Jxtending at least partially the length of each 
channel. 

9. (withdrawn) The feeBg/glajte according to claim 8, wherein the slot of 
each channel extends to a pos^ion which is^out lOijentimeters from the discharge plane 
thereof. 

10. (original) The feeder chute^ccording to claim 1, wherein the distance 
between the discharge plane of adjaceiy channels is substantially the same as the distance 
between troughs of adjacent channels J 

1 1 . (withdrawn) ^ feeder chute and a conveyor system in combination, 
the feeder chute comprising: 

a bottom mSmber having a first end which defines a receiving zone and 
a second end which defines a discharge zone, and 

a plurality of channels formed in said bottom member within the 
discharge zone and extending in the direction between the first and second ends; and 
the conveyor system comprising: 

a plurality of conveyors, each conveyor being aligned beneath one of 
the plurality of channels of the feeder chute, and each conveyor including a drive 
wheel operatively coupled to a drive shaft, one or more driven wheels, and a conveyor 
belt suspended on/the drive wheel and the one or more driven wheels, and 
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drive means, coupled to the drive ^faft of each conveyor, for driving 
revolution of each of the plurality of conveyors; i 
wherein one of said conveyors forms a terminus defini/g a first discharge plane and a second 
conveyor adjacent to said one conveyor forms a tennipus defining a second discharge plane, 
the second discharge plane being spaced from said first discharge plane, 

12. (withdrawn) The feeder chpte and conveyor system according to claim 
1 1 , wherein the drive means comprises and a motor operatively coupled to the drive shaft. 

13. (withdrawn) The feeddf chute and conveyor system according to claim 
11, wherein drive shaft for each co^eyo^i^/a common drive shaft and the drive means is 
coupled to the common drive ^naft. 

14. (withdrawn) "HpfreBiter chute and conveyor system according to claim 
1 1 7 wherein the conveyor pelts for the^luralit^of conveyors all rotate at a constant linear 
velocity. 

15. (withdrawn) /The feeder chute and conveyor system according to claim 
11, wherein the distance between ffie>4i5^arge plane of adjacent conveyors is substantially 
the same as the distance between troughs of adjacent channels, 

16. (withdrawn) A system for capturing multiple images of an object, the 
system comprising: 

means/in communication with a source of objects, for delivering an 
object into an image capturejfzone whereby the object passes through a predetermined point in 
space within the image capture zone; 

a fi/st image capture device located a first predetermined distance from 
the predetermined point fti space; and 

second image capture device located a first predetermined distance 
from the predetermine^ point in space, the second image capture device being substantially 
90 degrees offset frora the first image capture device. 
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17. (withdrawn) The system accord j^g to claim 16, wherein said means 
for delivering comprises a feeder chute comprising: 

a bottom member having a fii^ end which defines a receiving zone and 
a second end which defines a discharge zone; 

a plurality of channels forrnfed in the bottom member within the 
discharge zone and extending in the direction befvcen the first and second ends, wherein one 
of the plurality of channels has a terminus defi/ing a first discharge plane and a second 
channel adjacent to the one channel has a terminus defining a second discharge plane, the 
second discharge plane being spaced apart from the first discharge plane. 

1 8. (withdrawn) The system according to claim 16, wherein said means 
for delivering comprises a feeder chute i£ combination with a conveyor system, 
the feeder chute comprising: 

a bosftom memtSfr having a first end which defines a receiving zone and 
a second end wlpch d^ines a discharge zone, and 

fa pluraliK of^dflnelslbrrned in said bottom member within the 
discharge zoife and extenofflg in the direction between the first and second ends; and 
the conveyor system comprising: 

a plurality &f coWey^rs, each conveyor being aligned beneath one of 
the plurality of channels ©f the fdjaper chute, and each conveyor including a drive 
wheel operatively coupled to N a*mve shaft, one or more driven wheels, and a conveyor 
belt suspended on the drive wheel and the one or more driven wheels, and 

drive means, coupled to the drive shaft of each conveyor, for driving 
revolution of each offthe plurality of conveyors; 
wherein one of said conveyfcrs forms a terminus defining a first discharge plane and a second 
conveyor adjacent to said ©ne conveyor forms a terminus defining a second discharge plane, 
the second discharge planje being spaced from said first discharge plane. 


4 


19. (withdrawn) The system according to claim 16 further comprising: 
le or more light sources which illuminate the image capture zone, 

20. /(withdrawn) The system according to claim 19, wherein the one or 
more light sources arfb selected from the group consisting of a strobe light, a strobed LED, a 
continuous fluorescence high frequency light, and combinations thereof. 
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21 . (withdrawn) The system accordingio claim 16 further comprising: 

a processor in communication wira said first and second image capture 


devices. 


22. (withdrawn) A system for capturing multiple images of an object, the 
system comprising: 

means, in cx>mmunicationAvith a source of objects, for delivering an 
object into an image capture zone whereby th^object passes through a predetermined point in 
space within the image capture zone; 

an imag^£pturadev/ce located a predetermined distance from the 
predetermined point in spaoe;^ad 

a jnirror ptasitionrf^lhin the image capture zone to reflect a reflected 
image of the object whrch is substa^najfy 90 ^egrees offset from a direct image presented to 
the image capture deviJ 

wherein the i^a^cagfure device captures both the direct image and 
the reflected image simultaneously 

23. (withdrawn) The system according to claim 22 s wherein said means 
for delivering comprises a feeder chute comprising: 

a bottom member having a first end which defines a receiving zone and 
a second end which defines apischarge zone; 

a plurality of channels formed in the bottom member within the 
discharge zone and extending in the direction between the first and second ends, wherein one 
of the plurality of channels has a terminus defining a first discharge plane and a second 
channel adjacent to the dne channel has a terminus defining a second discharge plane, the 
second discharge planefbeing spaced apart from the first discharge plane. 
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24. (withdrawn) The system according tcfctom 22, wherein said means 
for delivering comprises a feeder chute in combination wjp a^onveyor system, 
the feeder chute comprising: 

a bottom member having a first Jnd which defines a receiving zone and 
a second end which defines a discharge zone, Jnd 

a plurality of channels former in said bottom member within the 
discharge zone and extending in the directjpn between the first and second ends; and 
the conveyor system comprising: 

a plurality of conveyors/each conveyor being aligned beneath one of 
the plurality of channels of thefeedecfehute, and each conveyor including a drive 
wheel operatively couplej^o a dri vjf shaft, one or more driven wheels, and a conveyor 
belt suspended on thg^lrive^heeffi nd th e one or more driven wheels, and 

driv/means, cb\OTed to tnb drive shaft of each conveyor, for driving 
revolution of each oQhe plurajrty of conyeyors; 
wherein one of said conveyors form^ Ibrminu^ defining a first discharge plane and a second 
conveyor adjacent to said one conv/yor Iforae a terminus defining a second discharge plane, 
the second discharge plane being Aacecmom said first discharge plane. 

25. (withdraw) The system according to claim 22 further comprising: 
one or more light sources which illuminate the image capture zone. 

26. (withdrawn) The system according to claim 25, wherein the one or 
more light sources are sele/ted from the group consisting of a strobe light, a strobed LED, a 
continuous fluorescence High frequency light, and combinations thereof. 

27. Withdrawn) The system according to claim 22 further comprising: 
l processor in communication with said image capture device, 


28-31/ (canceled) 
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